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American Lit.

4th Quarter 2019-2020

Ms. Pritchett’s “Office Hours” run from 9:00-1 1:00 am. (Mon.-Fri.). I also check my emails

throughout the day, so don’t worry if these times don’t fit your schedule.

E-mail: kpritchett@hayward.k12.wi.us

School phone: 634-2619 ext. 9594

-All of these assignments as well as additional enrichment opportunities will also be

posted in Google Classroom.

-Material that will be looked at for grade determination are:

• Completed assignments (from textbook and worksheets)

• Assessments/Final projects for novel units.

-Please email me a picture of your completed worksheets OR “make a copy” of

assignment in Google Docs and share it with me each week so I can grade them.

-Do not hesitate to reach out for any questions or concerns you may have. I am here to

help and will do whatever I can to ensure your success. If you’d like, we can schedule a

Google Hangout/Meet and talk things over there as well (sometimes face-to-face can be

beneficial!)

-Stay safe and stay healthy!!

Week I Activities:

Of Mice and Men

1. If you haven’t finished reading Of Mice and Men you need to in order to complete

the rest of this week’s activities. You should have a physical copy of all of these

things already but if not, they have been in Google Classroom since March.

2. Complete the entire study guide. Copy is attached at end of document.

3. Complete one of the projects for the novel. If you can create a project that you

can send online, that would obviously be easiest, but if you choose to create

another type, we’ll just have to make sure it gets to the school to be graded (or

you can take pictures of it and email them). Projects

4. Complete the novel test- try to do it without relying on notes too much! It
5. If you have the means, I highly recommend watching the 1992 version of the

movie. It’s wonderful and I know you can rent it online!
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Week 2 Activities:

The Great Gatsby
1. We will be reading F. Scott Fitzgerald’s novel The Great Gatsby to finish off the

school year. It’s short and full of drama! If you need a physical copy of the book

you can get one from school. Otherwise I will put an online version in Google

Classroom. There is an audiobook I will also link up to Classroom.

2. Do the vocab sentences worksheet

3. I expect that you fill out the study guide as you read the novel!

4. Read Chapters 1-3 and study guide

Week 3 Activities:
1. Read Gatsby Chapters 4-6
2. Complete study guide

Week 4 Activities:
1. Read Gatsby Chapters 7-9 (aka finish the novel)
2. Finish study guide
3. Complete the for the novel
4. If you have access to watching it- I highly recommend either the 2000 or 2013 version of

this film. They are both good for different reasons (but I’m sure most of you would prefer
the newer one... plus my boyfriend Leonardo DiCaprio is the star...)

Week 5 Activities:
Character Relationship Comparison Essay

I’d like for you to choose a movie that you’d like to watch in order to do this assignment. Read

the description with attached assignment, but focus on a story that has a strong relationship

between two characters. You will be comparing this movie to either the novel Of Mice & Men or

The Great Gatsby. (Please make sure the movie is PG-13 or more kid-friendly, as this isa
school assignment!)

1. Watch the movie. I recommend communicating your choice to me in advance through
email or phone if possible!

2. Take notes as you view to help write essay comparing it to one of the novels.

3. See attached rubric for guidance.
Write essay!

Week 6 Activities:
Finishing up major American Authors

1. Realist/Naturalist Lit: Walt Whitman poems and activity

2. Romantic Lit: Edgar Allan Poe- “Annabel Lee” poem and activity

3. Modernist Lit: Robert Hayden and Carl Sandburg poems and activity
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OfMice and Men: Chapter by Chapter Study Guide

Chapter 1 Questions: answer the following questions.

1. Where did the bus drop the two men off?

2. What does Lennie take out of his pocket that gets him yelled at by George?

3. What did Lennie want to do with this item?

4. Where are George and Lennie going?

5. From where are George and Lennie coming?

6. When they get to where they are going. what does George tell Lennie to do?

7. Why did George and Lennie leave the last place they were at?

8. When Lennie goes out to get wood for a fire. what does he bring back that George takes

away?

9. Who used to give Lennie mice? Why doesn’t she anymore?

10. What does Lennie want with his dinner that they don’t have?

11. What does George imply happened in Weed with the girl?

12. What dream does George and Lennie share?
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13. Where does George tell Lennie to go if he gets in trouble?

Chapter 2 Questions: answer the following questions

1. According to the old man, why was the boss mad at George and Lennie?

2. What does George find in the box by his bed and what does he assume?

3. What does the boss suspect George of doing to Lennie? What makes him think this?

4. What reason does George give for taking care of Lennie?

5. Who is Curley?

6. What does the swamper tell George about Curley’s left hand?

7. Describe Curley’s wife.

8. Why does she come into the bunkhouse?

9. Describe Slim. What is his job on the ranch? What are some of his character traits?

10. What did Slim do to four of his pups? Why?
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11. What does Lennie want George to ask Slim?

Chapter 3
1. What does Slim say he would have done to the dog if he hadn’t given it to Lennie?

2. What does Slim say he finds funny?

3. George says if he were really smart he would be doing what?

4. What is the story behind why Lennie and George travel together?

5. What can the reader infer about Lennies childhood and family life?

6. What did George do once that made him stop playing jokes on Lennie?

7. What card game does George play?

8. What does George tell Slim happened in Weed?

9. What sneaky thing does Lennie try to do?

10. What game have the other guys been playing while George and Slim talk?

11. What reason does Carlson give for wanting Candy’s dog shot?

12. What does Whit show Slim?
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13. What does Carison say he has?

14. What does Slim tell Carison to take with him when he goes to shoot Candy’s dog? Why?

15. Whit says that George and Lennie must have come to work. What reason does he give?

16. What does Whit invite George to do tomorrow” night?

17. Why don’t the guys visit Clara’s house instead of Susy’s?

18. Why does George say he will go and get a drink but that he isn’t going to pay’ for a flop?

19. What is Curley looking for?

20. What does Curley think Slim is doing? What is Slim really doing in the barn?

21. Who has been listening to and finally interrupts George and Lennie’s conversation about the
ranch?

22. For what reason would the people sell the ranch for only $600?

23. How did Candy get $250?

24. What is George afraid will happen to them if others find out they are going to buy a ranch?

25. What does Candy tell George he wishes he had done?

26. Why’ was Lennie smiling? What does Curley think Lennie is smiling about?
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27. What happens between Curley and Lennie?

Chapter 4
1. What are two books that Crooks owns?

2. How does Crooks react to Lennie when he comes to visit?

3. For what reason did Lennie come to the barn?

4. Where is George?

5. What do we learn about Crooks family?

6. What does Lennie tell Crooks. even though he probably shouldn’t have?

7. What is Crook’s opinion of George and Lennie desire to get land?

8. About what did Candy want to talk to Lennie?

9. Where is George’s money going. according to Crooks.

10. Who visits Crooks, Candy, and Lennie?

11. What do we learn about Curley’ s wife?

12. Before Curleys wife leaves. what does she notice about Lennie?

13. What does Curlev’s wife say she could have done to Crooks?
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14. What is the last thing Crooks says to Candy?

Chapter 5

1. What day and time is it at the beginning of chapter 5?

2. What is Lennie doing in the barn by himself’?

3. Why does Lennie think that he might not get to tend the rabbits?

4. Who visits Lennie in the barn?

5. According to Curley’s wife, why isn’t anyone going to leave the horseshoe tournament?

6. According to Cur1eys wife, how come she didn’t get into show business?

7. What can we infer is the reason Curley’ s wife married Curley?

8. What plan does Lennie have to avoid getting in trouble?

9. What did Lennie lose that he wishes he had now?

10. For what does Curley’s wife yell at Lennie?

11. What did Lennie do to Curley’s wife?

12. Who finds Curley’s wife?
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13. What does Candy hopefully ask George?

14. What favor does George ask of Candy?

15. What does Carison think happened to his Luger?

Chapter 6

16. Where is Lennie hiding?

17. With whom does Lennie have his first imaginary conversation?

18. With whom/what does Lennie have his second imaginary conversation?

19. What story does George tell Lennie?

20. What does he do while telling him this story?
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Of Mice and Men Project Rubrics
(100 pts)

Choose ONE of the following:

Each project must be neat and organized. Effort must be visible. Writing must be typed.
Choose a project that appeals to your own personal talents and interests. (There is a
big difference between something you jot down in a few minutes and something you put
time into)

***YOU WILL BE SHARING THESE WITH THE CLASS***

A)Poem(s)
Option #1— write one long poem (at least 30 lines) or at least three short poems
(totaling at least 30 lines) in the form of your choosing about the story, a theme from
the story, or one or more of the characters. The poem can be from your own
perspective or it can be from the perspective of one of the characters — for example,
Lennie is writing the poem or Curley, etc.

/60 One poem or at least 3 short poems

/20 Thoughtful analysis of characters or representation of a theme(s)

/20 One typed paragraph explaining how your poems showcase
Steinbeck’s characterization or the themes prevalent in the novella

Option #2: A new ending to the book: Must be at least 700 words, double-spaced.
Consistency of characterization and author’s style is expected. Begin with a
brief summary of the book’s real ending.

/60 New, original ending (700 words).

/20 Consistency with author’s style, make a logical connection with the
(original) end of the novel.

/20 Include summary of book’s real ending. This should start wherever you
chose to start your new ending.
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B)Visual Depictions

Option #1: Create an 8 scene visual storyboard of 8 significant scenes from Of
Mice and Men, a five-frame (or more) cartoon strip, two large visual depictions

(drawing, painting, paper mache), or a cartoon motion flipbook that captures what
happens in a significant scene from the novel (This scene should either be related to
one of the five stages of a plot or an important display of the theme of the novella)

/60 Visual Depiction (8 Scene Visual Storyboard!5-Frame Cartoon strip!
Cartoon Motion Flipbook)

/20 Thoughtful analysis of the plot or characters or a theme(s)

/20 One typed paragraph or very detailed captions explaining your visual
depiction and how it represents plot development, the methods of characterization, or a
theme(s)

Option #2: Create a mobile or a collage (at least 11 x 14) that captures one important

aspect of the story — it can be about one character or one theme, etc. (When making a

collage, the poster board should be filled.) Write an explanation on the back of the

poster board or on a separate piece of paper (mobile) for each item you choose to

include. Explain: why did you include it, what does it represent?

/60 Mobile or collage focused around important aspect

/20 Thoughtful analysis of the plot, characters, setting, or theme/etc.

/20 Explanation of each item included

Option#3: Capture your analysis of a character (George, Lennie, etc.) or other

literary elements in scenes from Of Mice and Men in any form you choose

(drawing, paper mache, painting, etc.) — At least 2 depictions

/60 Visual Depiction

/20 Thoughtful analysis of themes

/20 2 Paragraphs explaining your visual representation
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C)Audio Representations

Option #1: Make a playlist or CD of at least 7 songs that represent the
themes/characters/events in the story. Make a cover for the album and liner notes to
explain how each song relates to the representation of the themes/characters/events in
the novella. You should incorporate song lyrics into your analysis.

/50 Playlist or CD of 7 songs

/20 Thoughtful representation of the themes/characters/events in the story

/30 Liner notes to explain how each song relates to the representation of the
themes/characters/events in the novella — use of quotes from song and
novella

Option #2: Write and perform a song or rap characterizing an aspect of the story.
(Make sure when you write it, it looks like a song written in stanzas with a chorus.) Write
one typed paragraph explaining your song/rap and how it represents plot development,
the methods of characterization, or a theme(s)

/60 Written and performed song/rap

/20 Thoughtful representation of the themes/characters/events in the
story

/20 One typed paragraph explaining how your song/rap represents plot
development, the methods of characterization, or a theme(s)

D)Essay Write an essay about Steinbeck’s methods of characterization, the
development of themes, what Steinbeck is trying to portray through Of Mice and Men,
etc. — Look for more ideas on the essay ideas handout with the rubric. (Have your thesis
approved by me before you turn in your final draft.)

/100
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OfMice and Men Test

Part I. Multiple choice. Circle the letter of the correct answer (2 points each).

1. Lennie and George are
a. brothers.
b. friends.
C. COUSinS.

d. bitter enemies.

2. Candy gives up and lets Carlson
a. take the money Candy was saving to give to George and Lennie.

b. have “shotgun” when they’ ride back from Soledad in Curley’s pickup truck.

c. have the job as wagon-driver that everyone has been telling Candy he’s too old to do.

d. shoot Candy’s sick, smelly old dog.

3. Curley’s bullying stops when
a. Lennie crushes his hand.
b. George drops a hayfork on him from the barn loft.

c. his dad scolds him like a child in front of the men.

d. he realizes he is halfway through life and has no friends.

4. While the men all go into town, to a house of prostitution. Lennie

a. goes out to the barn and sleeps with his puppy.

b. sits on the front porch with Curlev’ s wife.

c. draws a picture of the farm and rabbits that he and George will have.

d. goes out to the barn, to Crooks’ room.

5. Near the end of the story. George gets a gun by
a, buying it from Slim with money’ he was supposed to save for the farm.

b. stealing it out of Carlson’s bag.
c. winning it from Candy’ in a horseshoe tournament.

d. making it out of a pipe, a nail, and two blocks ofvood.

Part II. True/False. Circle the correct response and correct the false (2 points

each).

6. true / false Curley’s wife asks Lennie to feel her hair while they’re in the barn.

7. true / false The men hardly ever come in Crooks’ quarters because he’s black.

8. true / false George tells Lennie that if there’s any trouble. he should catch the first bus

out of Salinas.
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9. true / false Curley keeps his left hand in a glove because it’s part of his image as a
rodeo dude.

10. true / false Lennies main reason for wanting a farm is so hell have rabbits to pet.

Part III. Essay. Answer each question with a well-organized, correctly-written

paragraph. Use specific details from the novel to support your answer. (10 points each).

11. In your own words, finish Georges often-repeated speech to Lennie. Guys like us. that
work on ranches. are the loneliest guys in the world..

12. Who else contributes money toward George and Lennie’s dream, and why does it appeal to

him so much?

13. Who kills Lennie? How? Why?
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Gatsby Vocab Sentences

Create an original sentence using each of the following vocabulary words! Make sure I can tell

the meaning from the context you provide. (and don ‘1 cheat- I can google them and catch you!)

1. intermittent — stopping and starting at intervals

2. humidor a humid place or container for storing tobacco

3. ambiuouslv - lacking clearness or definiteness: obscure; indistinct

4. deft - skillful; dexterous

5. portentous — of momentous or ominous significance

6. fortuitous — happening by a lucky chance: unplanned

7. pastoral — peaceful; simple

8. complacent— pleased with oneself or ones merits: self-satisfied

9. imperceptible — too slight, subtle, or gradual to be perceived
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10. contingency — a possibility

11. permeate — to penetrate or pervade

12. dissension — a strong disagreement or quarrel

13. façade — a deceiving front

14. divergence — act of moving in a different direction; branch off

15. strident — having or making a loud or harsh sound; clamorous
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Study guide for The Great Gatsby, by F. Scott Fitzgerald

Chapter I, pp. 5-26.

1. What qualities in Nick make him a suitable choice for a narrator?

2. What do we know about Nick’s family background?

3. Why did Nick come east?

4. Describe Nick’s house and neighborhood in West Egg.

5. Describe Daisy Buchanan.

6. Describe Torn Buchanan.

7. Describe Jordan Baker.

8. What was Daisy’s reaction. on hearing that her baby was a girl? Why did she say that?

9. What are your impressions of Torn and Daisy’s marriage? Why?

10. Nick sees Gatsby briefly at the end of the chapter — What is Gatsbv doing?

Chapter II, pp. 27-42.

1. Describe the ‘valley of ashes” — Where is it. and what does it look like?

2. Describe the eyes of Dr. I. J. Eckleburg.
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3. Describe Tom’s girlfriend: Who is she? Where does she live? What does she look like?

What is her husband like?

4. Where does the afternoon’s cocktail party take place? Describe that setting.

5. How does Myrtle act while hosting the party?

6. What happens to break up the party?

Chapter III, pp. 43-64.

1. Describe the preparations for a typical party at Gatsby’s house.

2. Describe the behavior of the guests at Gatsby’s parties.

3. What rumors are being spread about Gatsbv’s background?

4. What surprises Owl-Eyes about Gatsbys library? Why? Why do you think the books are

there?

5. What is unusual about Gatsby’s smile?

6. What accident befalls Owl-Eyes as he is leaving the party’?

7. What shady incident lies in Jordan’s past? What character trait does this demonstrate?
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8. Summarize Nick and Jordan’s conversation about bad drivers. Why does Jordan like Nick?

9. At the tail end of the chapter. we find another of Nick’s good qualities as a narrator. What is

it?

Chapter IV, pp. 65-85.

1. What impression(s) does Nick’s list of partygoers make on you as a reader?

2. Describe Gatsby’s car. What does it tell you about Gatsby?

3. What does Gatsby show and tell Nick in the car, on the way to lunch in the city?

4. What sort of relationship do Gatsby and Meyer Wolfsheim have? According to Wolfsheim,

when did that relationship start?

5. Besides Meyer Wolfsheim, whom else do Nick and Gatsby: run into in the restaurant? What

is unusual about that encounter?

6. When did Jordan first meet Gatsby, and where?

7. Where was Gatsby when Daisy married Tom? Did Daisy have any second thoughts before

the wedding? Explain.

8. Gatsby asked Jordan to ask Nick to ask Daisy something: What?

Page 19



Chapter V, pp. 86-102.

1. In exchange for Nick’s role in getting Daisy and Gatsby together. Gatsby makes Nick an

offer: what? What is Nick’s response?

2. What preparations are made to get Nick’s house ready for the tea party?

3. How does Gatsby act at Nick’s house. before and after Daisy arrives?

4. Why does Gatsbv take Daisy (and Nick) to his house? How does Daisy react?

5. In this chapter. Nick says of Gatsby that “His count of enchanted objects had diminished by

one.” Explain.

6. How does Ewing Klipspringer figure in this scene?

Chapter VI, pp. 103-118.

1. Why does a reporter show up at Gatsby ‘s house?

2. How did Gatsby meet Dan Cody? What was their relationship like?

3. What happened to Dan Cody? What happened to his money?

4. How does Gatsby introduce Tom to people at Gatsby’s party? How are Gatsby and Daisy

able to sneak off together at the party?

5. What does Gatsby want from Daisy?
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6. What is Gatsby’s reaction when Nick tells him. “You can’t repeat the past”?

***Rec,Icai.efiilly the last four paragraphs ofChapter rJ. Let’s discuss them together. **

Chapter VII, pp.119-153

1. Who are all of the new “servants” at Gatsbv s house? Why are they there?

2. Who goes to the luncheon at Torn and Daisy s house? Where do they go after lunch?

3. What does Gatsby say about Daisy’s voice? Why is this significant?

4. What does Tom tell Wilson about Gatsby’s yellow car? Why does Wilson say he needs

money?

5. What does Gatsby want Daisy to tell Torn in the argument at the Plaza Hotel? What does

Daisy say that hurts Gatsby?

6. Who “wins” the argument between Gatsby and Torn at the hotel? How does it end?

7. Why had Myrtle Wilson been locked in her house? How did the accident happen?

8. What does Torn find out from Wilson at the garage?
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9. Nick meets Gatsby in the driveway of the Buchanans’ house; why is Gatsby there?

10. What does Nick find out from Gatsbv about the accident?

11. Nick says of Gatsby, at the end of the chapter, 1 walked away and left him standing there in

the moonlight — watching over nothing” What are two possible interpretations of that

statement?

Chapter VIII, pp. 154-170.

1. What does Nick suggest Gatsby do, and what is Gatsby s response?

2. What things does Gatsby tell Nick about, that night after the accident?

3. How did Daisy come to marry Tom, if she loved Gatsby?

4. What does Nick say to Gatsby, just before telling him goodbye for the last time?

5. Who sits with Wilson at the garage for a long time? Why?

6. What does Wilson say about the optornetrisfs billboard outside his garage?

7. Where does Wilson end up going, and what does he do there?

Chapter IX, pp. 17 1-189.

I. What problem does Nick have in making Gatsby’s funeral arrangements?
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2. Describe Henry C. Gatz. In what ways is he different from Gatsbv?

3. How does Henry Gatz seem to feel about his son?

4. What does Meyer Wolfsheirn tell Nick about the early days of Wolfsheims relationship with

Gatsby? What is Wolfsheirns attitude about the funeral?

5. Why does Henry’ Gatz carry an old copy of the book Hopalong Cassidy?

6. Who is the only’ party guest to attend Gatsby’ s funeral? What are his last words about

Gatsby?

7. Why does Nick decide to return to the Midwest? What last ihing to be done’ is there,

before he leaves?

8. What does Nick find out from Torn about the day Gatsby was killed?

9. What did Gatsby have in common with the Dutch settlers of the New World (in Nick’s

opinion)?

10. Back in Chapter 1, Nick made the puzzling statement that ‘Gatsby turned out all right at the

end.” What do you think he meant by that?

II. Add a question of your own, either about this chapter or about the whole book. You don’t

have to have an answer ready for it.

***....\Ihy does Fitzgerald call Gatsby ‘The Great Gatsby”? Does he really think Gatsby is

great. or is he saying that sarcastically?**
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Test on The Great Gatsby (6S points total)

Part 1: Essay Answer THREE of the following questions with a well-organized,
correctly-written paragraph. Use specific details from the novel to support your answer.
15 points each. Write on an attached sheet of paper or type and email to me. Make sure
you answer from YOUR OWN BRAIN, as I will google suspicious-sounding essays to check
they aren’t copied!

1. Explain the symbolic significance of the green light at the end of the Buchanans’
dock. Use a lot of detail in your answer, as it’s worth 15 points!

2. Trace the development of Gatsby’s social and economic position, from his boyhood
to the end of the novel. Other characters you should mention (not in order) are
Daisy Faye, Tom Buchanan, Mr. and Mrs. Henry Gatz, Meyer Wolfsheim, and Dan
Cody.

3. Explain how Jordan Baker could be seen as a foil for Nick Carraway, and what other
purposes Fitzgerald uses the character of Jordan for in the novel. (Recall that a
is a character who, by contrast, serves to emphasize opposite qualities in another
character.

4. Choose any location from the novel and explain its overall significance to the story.
Why is that location so important to plot development, character development,
symbolic development, etc.
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Part 2: Vocabulary Portion: For this section, 1111 in the blank with the appropriate word from

the word bank below. Each word is used once. (2 points each)

fortuitous humidor ambiguous portentous complacent

imperceptible permeates divergence strident dissension

I. At first, Daisy seems

_______________________

about the fact that Tom might be

romantically involved with someone else, but we secretly know she really’ does care.

2. The tension between Tom and Gatsby is

__________________________

until the unexpected

outburst of anger occurs at the hotel.

3. The lines between West Egg and East Egg are sometimes

_______________________

and

blurred, for the boundaries aren’t clearly visible.

4. In opposition to Wilson’s calm demeanor. his wife’s harsh.

_______________________

voice grates on Nick’s nerves.

5. Rather than sharing too much personal information about his past. Gatsby leads the

conversation down a path of

_______________________

to stories of the war or Oxford.

6. The jovial atmosphere of Gatsby’s party

______________________

all the guests and they

talk loudly, drink too much, and pretend to have fun.

7. Some of the men cause

_______________________

in their marriages when they insist their

over-served wives leave the party early.

8. The party’s visit to Wilson’s garage has a

_______________________

feel to it- a feeling

that should not be ignored.

9. Although it keeps the tobacco from drying out. Gatsbv’ s

_______________________

looks

unused and dusty.

10. Gatsby’s reunion with Daisy is the most unexpected.

_______________

thing that

happens to him in his entire, sometimes questionable. life.
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Character Relationship Comparison Essay

OfMice and Men/The Great Gaisby & Movie of Your Choice

Stories are told in order for the reader to gain a greater understanding of the world. One of the

most important ways we connect to the story is through the characters. As important as

individual characters are, the pairing of characters is just as important. These pairings help us to

see different types of relationships and give us a greater understanding of the character by seeing

them through the eyes of another character.

Directions: For this assignment, think of a pair of characters from a movie of your choice and a

similar pair of characters from either OfMice & Men or The Great Gaisby. Try to pick them

based on similarities, such as friend/friend. caretaker/care-needer, husband/wife, boss/employee.

etc. Then, write an essay exploring how their relationship impacts the overall story. Really spend

some time considering the movie before you pick it- will make your job easier.

Some character pairing examples (but feel free to pick your own!):

Finding Nenio Of7vIice & Men Relationship Type

-MarlinlDory George/Lennie Caretaker/care-needer or friends

-Nerno/Gill George/Slim Student/teacher

Romeo & Juliet The Great Gatshi Relationship Type

-Romeo/Juliet Gatsby/Daisy Forbidden lovers

-Friar Laurence/Romeo Nick/Gatsby Moral conscience/temptation

Essay: Your essay should include these 5 things:

1. Introduction

2. Analysis of the relationship you chose from the movie

(Why is this relationship important to the overall story? How does it help us

connect more to the story?)

3. Analysis of OfMice & Men or The Great Gatsby relationship

(Why is this relationship important to the overall story? How does it help us

connect more to the story?)

4. Comparison of how the relationships are similar

Why are they important to the overall meaning of the story? (Consider why

people continue to watch the movie or read the novel.., maybe they relate to the

characters?)

5. Conclusion
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Format: Your essay should be typed, double-spaced. Times New Roman, size 12 font. There is

no maximum or minimum length, as long as you include all of the important elements outlined

above. My guess is it will be 2-3 pages long.

Rubric:

/5 Introduction

-Grabs attention, ends with solid thesis statement.

/10 Movie analysis

-Why is this relationship so important to the overall story?

-How does it help us connect to the story?

/10 Novel analysis

-Why is this relationship so important to the overall story?

-How does it help us connect to the story?

/10 Comparison of relationships

-Why are they important to the overall meaning of the story?

-Why do people continue to watch the movie or read the novel?

-Accurate comparison and character pairings make sense.

/5 Conclusion

-Re-state thesis and give summary

/5 Conventions

-Correct spelling, capitalization, punctuation. etc.

-Correct grammar and sentence structure.

/5 Format

-5 paragraphs. double-spaced. TRN font. size 12

/50 TOTAL

REMINDER-

Please ask any questions you may have. I really recommend thinking of stories with similar

character relationships to what you’ve read in class to make this easier. They don’t need to

be as obvious as, say, finding a movie where the best friend mercy kills their best friend

(George and Lennie), but it can instead be about friends that overcome hardship, travel, a

catastrophic event, etc. I’d love to help you brainstorm ideas if you need it!!
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Modernist Poetry Selections

Read the two attached poems and complete the questions that accompany them. I know poetry

can be tough, but ifs analysis so try your best!

Those Winter Sundays
-By Robert Hayden, 1913 - 1980

Sundays too my father got up early

and put his clothes on in the blueblack cold.

then with cracked hands that ached

from labor in the weekday weather made

banked fires blaze. No one ever thanked him.

I’d wake and hear the cold splintering, breaking.

When the rooms were warm, he’d call,

and slowly I would rise and dress,

fearing the chronic angers of that house.

Speaking indifferently to him.

who had driven out the cold

and polished my good shoes as well.

What did I know, what did I know

of love’s austere and lonely offices?

Discussion Questions:
1. Why does the speaker’s father wake up early on Sundays to warm the house?

2. What do you make of the father’s “cracked hands that ached from labor in the weekday”?

3. Why does no one thank the father? Should he expect gratitude for what he does?

4. Do you get the impression that the speaker’s feelings have changed since he was a child?
Why or why not?
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Chicago
-By Carl Sandburg

Hog Butcher for the World.

Tool Maker. Stacker of Wheat.

Player with Railroads and the Nation’s Freight Handler;

Stormy, husky, brawling.

City of the Big Shoulders:

They tell me you are wicked and I believe them, for I have seen your painted women

under the gas lamps luring the farm boys.

And they tell me you are crooked and I answer: Yes. it is true I have seen the gunman kill

and go free to kill again.

And they tell me you are brutal and my reply is: On the faces of women and children I

have seen the marks of wanton hunger.

And having answered so I turn once more to those who sneer at this my city. and I give

them back the sneer and say to them:

Come and show me another city with lifted head singing so proud to be alive and coarse

and strong and cunning.

Flinging magnetic curses amid the toil of piling job on job, here is a tall bold slugger set

vivid against the little soft cities:

Fierce as a dog with tongue lapping for action, cunning as a savage pitted against the

vi iderness,

Bareheaded.

Shoveling.

Wrecking,

Planning,

Building, breaking. rebuilding.

Under the smoke, dust all over his mouth, laughing with white teeth.

Under the terrible burden of destiny laughing as a young man laughs,

Laughing even as an ignorant fighter laughs who has never lost a battle,

Bragging and laughing that under his wrist is the pulse. and under his ribs the heart of the

people,
Laughing!

Laughing the stormy, husky, brawling laughter of Youth, half-naked. sweating, proud to

be Hog Butcher, Tool Maker, Stacker of Wheat. Player with Railroads and Freight

Handler to the Nation.

Page 29



Multiple-Choice Ouestions:
1. Which statement describes the main theme of the poem?

a. Chicago is not perfect. but it is powerful and impressive in its own way.

b. The city has an unconventional beauty that is appreciated by very few.

c. Chicago is an unforgiving place that is not for the faint-hearted.

d. A city is only as good or bad as the people who live in it.

2. Which detail from the text best supports the answer to Part A?

a. “They tell me you are wicked and I believe them, for I have seen your painted

women under the gas / lamps luring the farm boys.” (Line 6)

b. “And they tell me you are brutal and my reply is: On the faces of women and

children I have seen the / marks of wanton hunger.” (Line 8)

c. “Come and show me another city with lifted head singing so proud to be alive and

coarse and strong and I cunning.” (Line 10)

d. “Bragging and laughing that under his wrist is the pulse, and under his ribs the

heart of the people” (Line 21)

3. How do the people who are referred to as “they in the poem provoke the speaker to

further discuss Chicago in lines 6-8?

a. They describe Chicago’s worst qualities, prompting the speaker to defend the city.

b. They voice their distaste for city life, prompting the speaker to highlight the

positives of all big cities.

c. They discuss the challenges in Chicago. prompting the speaker to explain their

unlikely success.

d. They list the dangers of living in Chicago. prompting the speaker to defend their

decision.

4. How are the details described in lines 13-17 important to the poem’s meaning?

a. They emphasize how much hard work takes place in Chicago.

b. They stress how many jobs are available in Chicago.

c. They show how enjoyable life in Chicago is.

d. They portray Chicago as a new city that still needs developing.

Analysis Question:

In the context of the poem. what makes Chicago special? Do you think these traits are present in

other cities across America? Why or why not?
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